All juvenile delinquency cases in New York are heard in the family court. The court system is applicable to persons who are less than 16 years of age but is 7 years or more. The person is called a juvenile delinquent if the act committed by him can be called a crime. In this court the case is presented by an assistant Corporation Council. The presenting agency becomes the prosecutor and gives the petition containing the acts the child is supposed to have committed. The Child might be arrested and brought to the court or may be released and given a ticket to appear in court. The child must have a lawyer and if he cannot afford a lawyer, the court will assign a lawyer free of cost. 

In the Family Court the trials that are held are called fact finding hearings. This is a hearing without a jury. The decision is made by the judge. During these hearing, the agency that is presenting the case must present evidence and witnesses to establish that the child has committed the act. If the finding is positive, the judge will order a dispositional hearing. During this hearing the judge will decide if the child needs supervision or confinement. The previous behavior of the child at school is also examined. There might be conditional discharge for the child. In case the dispositional order is disobeyed by the child another dispositional order can be passed by the judge. 

The court alternative is that if the child is 13, 14 or 15 years of age and commits more serious crimes, they may be treated as adults and their cases be heard in the Supreme Court. Again here, the Supreme Court may decide to transfer the cases to the Family Court. In such cases, the Court may declare the child a juvenile offender and subject him to more serious incarceration.
