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Reflections on Empowerment. Research, Aca​demics, and the Role of Community Based Organiza​tions in the Asian Pacific Communities

While Asian American Studies has witnessed a renaissance in the area of arts and humanities, there has been a lack of the social research needed to be truly beneficial to the growing and diversifying Asian Pacific American communities.

Literary and visual works by prominent Asian writers and literary' critics have enriched our under​standing of Asian Pacific Americans. They have given us an appreciation of the generational conflicts within the families; shown us the personal crises of human fulfillment and identity faced under the constraints of ethnic and dominant cultures; probed us to question and perceive our gender, family roles and scripts; pro​vided us with a vision of the corroding and liberating effects of forced assimilation; and have shown us the effects that racism, sexism, classism and colonialism have had upon Asian Pacific Americans.

They have continuously asked the question, beg​ging the answer, of what it means to be an Asian Pacific American. While we may many times disagree with their vision, we appreciate their sense of identity as Asian Pacific Americans. In a word, they share a '​sensibility."

`Compared to this literary renaissance, writers of contemporary social research in Asian Pacific American Studies have not received a wide audience nor attained a comparable. appreciation. sensibility or vision of self. There are some exceptions-general history works by historians Ronald Takaki and Surcheng Chan have gathered wide praise and appreciation. Yet for those few books that have caught the attention of a wide readership, most social research regarding Asian Pacific Americans has been relegated to the small journals, anthologies and edited works that elicit a small academic audience. Furthermore, them are only a few known sole-authored and co​authored book-length research studies written by Asian Pacific Americans.

There is not only a lack in the number of these studies, but a lack of quality as well. Probing social commentary, political analysis, and deep philosophi​cal introspections and essays about the social relation​ships and other conditions affecting Asian Pacific Americans are few, and are generally reserved for small sections of manuscripts. 'The majority of studies follow pedantically the stock research paper formula that academia requires for tenureship of professors. In a word, while we have many academicians, we Asian Pacific Americans have yet to create a policy "intelli​gentsia:'

Community organizations provide hope for a renewed focus on making research more relevant to communities. During the past 20 years, numerous

.communities. American social service and policy organiza​tions have renewed themselves or have taken the ini​tiative in drawing attention to the needs of the growing Asian Pacific American communities. Such venerable organizations as the Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), Organization of Chinese Americans (UCA), and Chinese American Citizens Alliance (CACA) have made significant strides to keep current with their group's issues and problems. Recently. new organizations such as the Asian American Health Forum (AAHF), Asian of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations (AAPCHO), Leadership and Education among Asian Pacific's (LEAP), the Asian Pacific Data Consortium (APDC), the Asian Law Caucus. the Asian and Pacific Islander Center for Cen​sus Information and Services (ACCIS). the National Association of Asians in Telecommunications and the Anti (NAATA), the TIGER Fund, and the Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium (APALC) have a)1 forged important political and social connections at the state and federal levels. These connections help in the construction of social policy and in informing the public. The diversity of such issues as racial discrimi​nation, hate crimes, the "glass ceiling," accurate counts and classifications, and representation of accu​rate images of Asian Pacific Americans has been presented to an extent and with a depth we have never before witnessed.

In the next few years, we will witness a new stage in the development of Asian Pacific American com​munity organizations. As these national, advocacy organizations develop Washington offices, we should see a significantly more aggressive and interactive engagement of Asian Pacific Americans in the demo​cratic process of this nation. What is still largely miss​ing are the academicians who will work with the communities and their advocates in developing the scholarship and research necessary to support and empower the Asian Pacific American populations.

Social Facts

As a sociologist and demographer. I am constantly, amazed at how little we know of the Asian Pacific American populations and their characteris​tics. What follows below are a few selected demo​graphic and social statistics that will help the reader understand the growth and diversity of the Asian Pacific American populations. They are not meant to be comprehensive but are presented to allude to some of the social realities faring Asian Pacific Americans. Throughout my listing of facts. I have shortened the term Asian and Pacific Islander Americans to "A/PL" The A/PI population consists of individuals coming from over 20 census-designated groups who stem their origin from Pakistan east to the western Pacific Islands. such as Hawaii and Samoa. Hence. Asian Pacific Americans constitute numerous races. Ethnic groups, cultures and languages.

Asian pacific Americans. continue to be propor​tionately the fastest growing population in the U.S. In 1990. there were 7273662 Asian and Pacific Islander (A/PI) living in the U.S. or stationed elsewhere as American citizens. Between 1980 and 1990, the Asian population grew 95.2 percent (1980: 3,547,222).

Today, they constitute 2.9 percent of all Americans. as compared to 1980 when they constituted 1.6 percent. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates approximately ten percent of the total U.S. population will be Asian Pacific American by the year 2050.
.

Among A/P1, the, largest populations are: Chinese (1,645,472), Filipino (1,406,770), Japanese (847,562), Asian Indian (815,447), Korean (798,849), and Vietnamese (614,547). There has been dramatic growth in the national A/PI population. While the totals for the larger populations are impressive, the growth rates of the smaller, more recently-arrived populations are phenomenal.
"

The states with the largest 1990 A/PI populations, in descending order, were: California, New York, Hawaii, Texas, Illinois, New Jersey, Washington, Vir​ginia, Florida, and Massachusetts. These states are home to 5,769,651 A/PI individuals, accounting for almost 80 percent of the total A/PI population.

New York City has the largest A/PI population of any U.S. city at 512, 719, followed by Los Angeles, Honolulu, San Francisco, San Jose, San Diego, Chi​cago, Houston, Seattle and Long Beach.

There is considerable heterogeneity in the con​centration of ethnic groups. For example, the largest population in California are Filipino Americans,

while in New York it is the Chinese Americans, in Hawaii the Japanese Americans, and in New Jersey the Asian Indian Americans or South Asian Ameri​cans.

Racial minority populations are heavily concen​trated in the Sun Belt, where new immigration and industry are most prevalent. There is also an extremely high urban concentration of Asian Pacific Americans. According to the Census Bureau, 99.2 percent of all A/PI reside in metropolitan areas with urban and sub​urban concentrations.

Intermarriage
According to the Census Bureau, interracial mar​riages have increased from one percent of all mar​riages to approximately two percent. According to an as-yet unpublished report, the increase is accounted for by the increase of intermarriage of Latinos and Asians with whites.

Recent marriage license records indicate a sub​stantial rise in the proportion of intermarriage among more recently arrived populations but an overall decline in intermarriage among the Japanese. Chinese and Filipino American populations.
Crime
Nationwide, less than one percent of jail inmates in 1987-88 were Asian or Pacific Islander. In Califor​nia. Asian and Pacific Islanders represented less than .3 percent of the total inmate population. In New York jails the A/PI population was only .5 percent. Among prisoners held under state or federal jurisdiction, A/PI represented only .3 percent.
H1Y/AIOS
According to the HIV/ADDS Surveillance Report of February 1991, 1,010 people were diagnosed with having AIDS. A/PI represented 1.1 percent of the total reported cases of AIIDS. A/PI deaths related to AIDS reported in 1988-89 totaled 608. Next to American Indian/Alaskan Natives, A/PI had the highest increase rate in the number of deaths attributed to AIDS in 1988-89 (31 percent).
Parity & Image

According to the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Asian Americans are approaching parity in employment representation in the private sector, have reached parity in the federal sector, but are highly underrepresented at the state and local government levels (1.7 percent). Since the state and local government levels are an important source for future politi​cians, there is a strong need for encouraging greater affirmative action measures to ensure representation.

Although many people adhere to the stereotype of Asian Pacific Americans as model minorities who have been treated the same as whites, a majority of Asian Pacific Americans disagree. Only 31.6 percent agreed that Asian Americans receive a fair sham in [Ills society, while 56.3 percent disagreed with the statement.

In conclusion, Asian Pacific Americans are a rap​idly growing demographic factor in the U.S. and we can anticipate they will become more actively involved in the democratic processes of our country.

