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Hispanics are one of this nation's fastest growing ethnic groups at a rate five times that of the general population. Hispanics are both natives of and immigrants to this nation. Hispanic American culture today reflects both the heritage of the Native American Indians who inhabited what are now the states of thee Southwest and the heritage of Spanish settlers to the New World. The first European settlers in what we now know as the continental United States were Spanish. Indeed, the Spanish-speaking communities of Santa Fe. New Mexico, and St. Augustine, Florida, predate the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock. 

Early Settlers 

The contributions of Hispanics in the U.S. have been significant. Spaniards, for example, helped lay the foundations for the agricultural, mining, and cattle 

industries in the Southwest on which early city and stat economies were built. U.S. treaties signed with Mexico and Spain made descendants of the Hispanic settlers in the Southwest and on the island of Puerto Rico part of the US population. 

The immigration of Mexicans to the U.S. and the internal immigration of Puerto Ricans to the North American mainland has been heavy, especially since the end of World War II. Over the last quarter of a century the flow of Hispanics from other parts of Latin America has also increased. In recent years, with a politically unsettled Central America, this immigration has increased even more. Though united by a common Spanish culture, language and religion, there are differences among Hispanics attributable to national origins and reasons for emigration. It is important to note that Hispanic migration to this country in recent decades is significantly different where the motivating factor to move north has been political Early Cuban refugees and later some of the first to leave Central America were from the upper classes-people who bad the means to escape and who generally were well educated, though perhaps not fluent in English. More recent migrants, it is critical to note, pushed northward to escape political opposition and to seek economic opportunities. 

'Hispanic Population Today 

Hispanics in the United States are highly urbanized-90 percent live in metropolitan areas. California. New York and Texas together are home to nearly two-thirds of the nation's Hispanics, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Hispanics comprise one-tenth of the population in 47 of the 318 metropolitan areas in the U.S. The cities of New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, and San Antonio share one-fifth of the U.S. His- panic population. Today 60 percent of Hispanic adults residing on the U.S. mainland were born outside the continental U.S. but an estimated 80 percent of Hispanic children attending public schools were born in the U.S' 

Hispanics are a young population. In 1980, the median age for all Americans was 30, for Hispanics it was 23.2. Statistics show that 11 percent of the total U.S. population is in that category. 

Two factors will keep the Hispanic group relatively young. The continuing immigration from Spanish-heritage countries, particularly those in Latin America and the Caribbean, consists largely of young people, including many women in their childbearing years. Hispanic women also have a higher fertility rate than other American women. 

Education and Economic Factors 

For all its growth and potential however, the nation’s Hispanic population lags behind all other groups educationally and. not surprisingly, economically. More Hispanics graduated from high school in the I 970s, but the percentage obtaining diplomas lagged behind other groups. 

The educational profile of Hispanics shows that: 40 percent of Hispanics do not go beyond eighth grade compared to 18 percent of all Americans; dropout rates for Hispanics in some urban settings start at 50 percent and higher, a loss of half a generation or more. And only 20 percent of Hispanics, compared to 32 percent of all Americans, obtain at least some college training. 

Hispanics will soon become the majority school population in many cities and a rising percentage of the population in many other parts of the nation. The future prosperity of these communities and of the U.S. itself will correspond to the development and progress of their Hispanic families. 

 Many Hispanic students suffer high levels of stress as a consequence of poverty, culture clashes and the marginal-often violent-quality of life in the inner city. Hispanic male students work more hours per week while attending school than any other group. In addition, Hispanic students attend public schools that are usually overcrowded poorly equipped, or have lower per-pupil budgets than other schools in adjacent areas. 

Hispanics are underrepresented in higher education. According to the American Council on Education, 539.000 Hispanics were enrolled in college in 1984.4.3 percent of the total college population. The number of Hispanic graduate students is even smaller. Five hundred years after the Spanish-Native American encounter which led to the emergence of today's Hispanics, we learn from major public opinion polls that many Americans view Hispanics as, lazy, unpatriotic and mostly recent immigrants, It is; ironic that the Hispanic community with proportionately more Congressional Medal of Honor winners than any other ethnic group is considered unpatriotic; that a group with the highest male labor force participation rate is seen as lazy: and that a people who are two-thirds native-born citizens and whose roots in this country pre-date Columbus are viewed as newcomers. 

Although the Hispanic community's work ethic, strong family values and entrepreneurial spirit often overcome the underlying problems associated with poverty, even in the absence of public support. His panics are severely disadvantaged by virtually any economic standard. Compared to non-Hispanics, Hispanic Americans today are seven times as likely to have less than a fifth-grade education and less than half as likely to have completed college. They are almost one-third more likely to be unemployed and have median family incomes only about two-thirds as high. Hispanics are more likely than other Americans to be among the working poor. 

They are more than two -and-a-half times as likely to be poor-more than one in three Hispanic children live in poverty; and are far less likely than other Americans to be homeowners, 

Underlying these sobering statistics are the enormous levels of discrimination Hispanics face in education employment and housing: 

Education-A study by the National School Boards Association found that Hispanics within big-city school systems are now far more likely than blacks to attend segregated schools. 

Employment-A 1989 Urban Institute study found that white non-Hispanic applicants in San Diego and Chicago received 33 percent more 

interviews and 52 percent more job offers than Hispanic applicants with similar credentials,

 Housing-A 1991 report issued by the U.S,Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) found that Hispanic home seekers both buyers and renters experienced discriminatory treatment by sale or rental agents in at least 50 percent of their encounters. 

Societal Influences 

While some of the disparity in Hispanics' educational and socioeconomic status can be attributed to direct discrimination other direct societal and political factors contribute to the slow integration or Hispanics into the American economic mainstream 

