Girls who admired their mothers' prairie skirts last year can now flounce through spring in their own. Triple-tiered like their adult counterparts, the new children's skirts combine patterns and colors to youthful effect. Bright pastel skirts by the Gap come in combinations of florals, stripes and checks, while Old Navy makes a similar version in pale, contrasting shades. Funky Kids offers a less ruffly alternative with tiny navy and red flowers. Petit Patapon goes in for a Western look with a patchwork of denim, khaki and pink plaid chambray trimmed with ribbon.

And flower children who aspire to hippie chic will look appealing in Portofino's four-tiered skirts, which mix yellow, pink and blue floral prints with a psychedelic butterfly motif

