Advise re Week 2 Paper

Hello There!


You must be a little worried with regards to what you need to do to improve your paper. Don't worry; all students must go through this. As long as you keep at it - you will do just fine. The good news is, your professor has already given you the tips that you need to improve your paper. If you can pass it on again with the changes required - you will get a good mark. So, this means that week 3 assignment will take on the lessons learned from week 2. What are these lessons?

1. Abstract - this is all about your conclusion. It is a short summary of what the paper is all about but focused on the conclusion.

2. Theme and support - if you introduce a main idea in the paper - then you must support it. All papers follow this structure. A paper has a main idea, a main question to answer. In your Wk 2 paper it was 'Does depression cause higher risk to cocaine addiction?' - Then the paper should be spent supporting and relating to this question as it will be the one that you will answer. The lessons then for Wk 3 will be - establish your main question, then work your paper so that it will answer this question for you.

3. Your Citations - in APA, when 'in paper' we cite like this (Author, year) - your citations are not like this as you list the entire article. As long as you list your references, people will know which article it is that you have cited from. 

4. Your professor expects you to be more direct. Let's take a look at this section for example:

a) 'In the four articles, a consistent finding with the social norm is blatantly obvious. This finding is that these studies work because motivation exists behind the need to become sober from Cocaine or any other substances. ' Your professor has suggested this - 'Motivation is important in treatment for cocaine abuse (Gonzalez, Schmitz, & DeLaune, 2006)'. Now, it is important to note also that in the case of multiple authors, you will only need to list their full 'names' once the first time you mention them, afterwards, you can just list - (Gonzalez, et. al., 2006). Plus, do not forget to follow the rules for APA whether you must italicize titles of journals or books or underline the articles before listing the journal, like so:

Carroll, K. M., Nich, C., & Ball, S. A. (2005). Practice Makes Progress? Homework

Assignments and Outcome in Treatment of Cocaine Dependence. in Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology, 73(4), 749-755. doi:10.1037/0022-006X.73.4.749

This Purdue resource is helpful: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 


Altogether you scored well at 49/60 = 81.7%, that is not bad at all. And just as your professor is saying, you just need to improve a little more. Personally I think you did alright with your paper - good ideas, good presentation at your level. But if you want improvement, take note of the above advice and the comments of your professor. Now, a good idea would be to have a structure. Every time I have to write a paper, study or research report, what puts it all together is an Outline. It is like a roadmap - here you will write how you will divide your paper, what sections you will have, what you will discuss in it, how much your word count would be. while writing, you will always refer to it, to make sure that you include the ideas you need to include and to dismiss what you don’t need. It is not just about what your paper contains, it is also what you choose to not include - like sentences that are not necessary - this is her most apparent comment - be direct. so now, let us take from all your lessons above and design a good structure for you for Wk 3.

Week 3 Suggested General Outline


Now, here you are being asked to create a simple observational research study. You must include a literature review - this will be a brief review of each of the articles that you have studied. If you are not familiar with a literature review, do not worry - just take a look at the outline below:

1. Title Page - same as usual, different title

2. Abstract - This will be brief and will focus on your paper's purpose.  I would suggest something like this:

"This paper presents a proposed simple observational research study on the topic of the relation of depression to cocaine addiction. Specifically, it looks as to whether or not depression leads to a higher risk of abuse of said substance. The paper includes a literature review and a design of the study. Population and sampling plans are laid out side by side with a discussion of the selected research method and type of data that will be collected. A hypothesis is also presented and, based on the data-type available, specific variables are speculated which becomes the basis for a speculated outcome."

3. Literature Review

a. Study Rationale - what is this study all about? Here, present the purpose of your study. Present your main question. Then make sure to 'introduce' what your literature review is about. Something like this - "Below I have listed and reviewed pertinent scholastic materials that are of relevance to this particular topic."

b. Article 1 - just like in your Wk2 paper - discuss it here. How should it be presented? In my case, when presenting a literature review, this website is a fantastic help: http://www.york.cuny.edu/~washton/student/Org-Behavior/lit_rev_eg.pdf 
4. Now all you have to do is follow this example. Remember to create a 'hook or segway' between each of the articles to relate them to each other and the main topic.

a. c. Article 2 - follow same ideas as in above

b. d. Article 3 - same as above

c. e. Article 4 - same as above

5. Population and Sampling

I hope that you are familiar with this. This is supposed to be a simple observational research so it should reflect in your design. Now I suggest the following outline -

a. Population - what is your target population? Explain why you have chosen this particular group to study.

b. Sampling - how do you plan to get access to this population so that you can get your data? In other words, if you are only to observe a group of people, who do you ask to get access to them? What channels or offices will you ask permission from? are you going to approach each of these sampling participants to get their permission to be observed? Is there a need for that? If not or if yes - explain either way.

6. Research Method 

This is crucial; here you will design a particular research method to use. I am unsure if you are familiar with particular research methods but the articles that you have cited are all quantitative. Meaning they are all categorized and then measured - their purpose is measurement. To find out which is best for you, determine your purpose. Is your purpose to measure or quantify (i.e. For your research to show that those who take cocaine are more or less depressed), then also go for quantitative. But, if your purpose is to present a story - to show how one or two addicts who are depressed managed to get so hooked to the drug because of their depression, then follow the qualitative path. Personally, I would probably follow the quantitative path - it is easiest. And what I will utilize is a questionnaire to undertake survey research. So, how would you write it? I suggest:

a. Introduce the research method - here, write about the research method that you have chosen to use and why you chose it.

b. Utilization - here, explain how you will use it, specifically, for your research.

7. Data Types

8. There are 2 kinds of data - numeric and text. Numeric is numbers (percentages, statistics) and text is narrative - descriptions, words, paragraphs. You will have both of these. But remember, if you are going to use quantitative research, then you will more likely explain how you will use the 'text' data for measurement. You will be expected to transform text to numbers. Don’t worry, it is not difficult. Basically, it is just like taking a survey. Consider creating a questionnaire in which You asked the question - 'Are you happy?' then people answered - 'Yes I am', 'No I am not' and 'I am unsure'. say 10 people answered and 5 said yes, 2 said no, 3 are unsure. So this becomes - 50% are happy, 20% are not, 30% are unsure. so, how should you outline this section?

a. Describe your data types - what will be your data types? here, introduce your expected data types - numeric and text and why you think you will expect both of them to present in your data collection,

b. Questionnaire - here introduce the idea that you will give a questionnaire to your Population sample/Participants, also propose how many questions they will be and speculate how long they will take to answer. Include a sample question - i.e. Do you believe that you were sad/depressed when you first started using cocaine? The sample response would be: 'Yes, I believe I was', 'No, I don’t think I was', 'No, I cannot recall'. 

9. Outcomes

You are asked to speculate your outcome. For this, you must imagine how your results will be like. I suggest the following outline:

a. Hypothesis - since you are going to speculate an outcome, suggest a hypothesis which the result will prove. This is based on your main question. You can say that ' I hypothesize that most of those who get addicted to cocaine are people who are depressed or experiencing depression.' Explain this hypothesis based on the literature review.

b. Variables - You will have dependent and independent variables. I already explained to you what these are like. So for this, your obvious independent variable is 'Mood/state of mind' of the addict. Dependent on this will be the 'risk of addiction' and 'level of addiction'. These are 2 different things - if the mood is highly depressed, does the risk of addiction go higher? And if the mood/state of mind is highly depressed at the very beginning of the addiction process, to what degree/level is the addiction outcome eventually? Is it, extremely addicted or is it still a manageable addiction that can be intervened?

c. Suggested study outcome - here discuss what your variables will likely show - then discuss if they will (or not) most likely support your hypothesis.

The outline above should give you a good observational research design paper. I cannot give you advise on word count as I do not know the expected word count you have been given. I suggest asking your professor before doing this paper. I hope this advise has helped. If you need extra advise, just let me know. Good luck with your studies.

Sincerely,

OTA 105878/Xenia Jones
