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Literacy Lesson Plan  
Grade Level: 4th Grade
A. Topic of Lesson: 

a. Compare and Contrast: “Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH” by Robert C. O’Brien
B. Goals and Objectives of Lesson Plan:
a. Students will be able to use context clues to define unfamiliar words.
b. Students will be able to identify main and supporting characters from both stories.
a. Students will be able to compare and contrast.
b. Students will be able to identify similarities and differences between the text and the movie.
c. Students will be able to communicate their thoughts in writing and speaking.
d. The students will be able to connect the literature to personal experiences.
e. Students will be able to more clearly understand how to apply their thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.
C. Grade Level:
a. 4th Grade 
D. Materials and Equipment

a. Language Arts Textbook 
b. The copy of the book Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien
c. Reading Journals
d. Graphic organizers
e. SMART board
E. Learning Standards:

f. ELA4R1: The student demonstrates comprehension and shows evidence of a warranted and responsible explanation of a variety of literary and informational texts. 
i. B: Identifies and analyzes the elements of plot, character, and setting in stories read, written, viewed, or performed.

ii. E: Identifies and shows the relevance of foreshadowing clues.

iii. F: Makes judgments and inferences about setting, characters, and events and supports them with elaborating and convincing evidence from the text.

iv. G: Identifies similarities and differences between the characters or events and theme in a literary work and the actual experiences in an author’s life.

F. Instructional Procedures:
a. Before: 
i. Give each student a copy of the book. First discuss the topic by asking open-ended discussion questions. Discuss with the students what they remember about the story from the textbook and what the book they will read would be about:  
· What are compare and contrast?
· Do you remember the story from the textbook titled “Mrs. Frisby and the Crow”?
· What was the story about?
· What do you think the story titled “Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH” would be about?
ii. Discuss new vocabulary words from the book on the SMART board. 
b. During:  Development/Procedures:

i. Begin the lesson by reviewing the story “Mrs. Frisby and the Crow” from the text.
ii. Have students read with their partners the parts of the book “Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH”
iii. Identify main characters in both stories. 
iv. Identify supporting characters in both stories. 
v. Facilitate a review of the concepts of main character and supporting character with students as a part of the discussion. 
vi. Give the students the compare and contrast graphic organizers.
vii. Explain the graphic organizer and how it is used, while at the same time explaining the concept of compare and contrast. 
viii. Point out one similarity and one difference to give the students an example.
ix. Students will write out more similarities and differences that they observed (different from my example) between the text and the novel on their graphic organizers. 
c. After:
i. Briefly review and clarify compare and contrast. 
ii. Have students pick an exciting part from the novel that they would like to write about and have them discuss with their partners. 
iii. Observe the students’ work and discuss their work in order to continue to facilitate the continuation of discussion and the sharing of ideas as students work. 
G. Writing Activity
a. Students will write in their graphic organizers the similarities and differences between the text and the novel.
b. Students will write in their journals: In groups of two, they will pick an exciting part in the book that they would like to write about. Students will write a script about how it would happen in reality. 

c. Discuss with the students about how Mrs. Frisby risked her life to save her children. Ask the students compare this relationship with someone they care about and write the differences and similarities in their journals. 
H. Assessment/ Evaluation
a. Assess the students throughout the lesson by assessing their reading skills.
b. Assess student progress throughout the lesson by assessing student participation during the discussions, participation of group work, and by the number of ideas students contributed to fill out their graphic organizers.
c. Listen around to make sure each pair is reading aloud taking turns and talking about the topic.  
d. Students will be asked comprehension questions about the story.
e. Students will be asked to share the exciting parts of the story and write a script about how it would happen in reality. 
f. Students will be asked to share how they comprehend the reading, to write in their graphic organizers and journals, present to their classmates (speaking), listen to their classmates as they present (listening), and reflect on the story (viewing).
I.   Technology
a. The SMART board will be used for the compare and contrast charts and new vocabulary. 
b. Students could present their group work as a power point presentation. This way the students could illustrate their own ideas about what they have learned as they share them, which would make their own understandings even more clear.
J. Graphic Organizers
a. Compare and Contrast graphic organizers
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