A Framework for Understanding and Comparing Religious Worldviews
What Does It Mean To Be Human? 

Each religion has its own view of what constitutes human nature and the relationship between humans, other beings, and God. For example, some religions understand humans to have both spiritual (soul) and material natures; some religions understand humans to have two spiritual natures (spirit and soul) and a material nature; some religions understand humans to have a single, spiritual nature with no material nature because the material world is an illusion; and some religions deny a spiritual human nature and assert only a material nature. Religions also place humans in the world. For example, some religions are anthropocentric (human-centered), claiming a unique spiritual identity for humans and a relationship of dominance over the rest of the world; others are biocentric (centered on all living beings together), rejecting the view that humans have a special status or are superior to other forms of life; and some religions are econcentric (centered on all reality together), embracing the spiritual interconnectedness and ultimate identity of all life.
What Is the Basic Human Problem? 

Each religion identifies a situation common to humanity which results in the need for transformation. For example, some religions identify the fundamental human problem as entrapment in a cycle of birth, death, and rebirth; some religions identify the human problem as a lack of harmony with the rest of existence; and some religions identify the human problem as separation or alienation from a personal god.

What Is the Cause Of the Problem?

Religions assert understandings of the cause of the human problem. For example, some religions identify the problem as separation or alienation from a personal god, perhaps due to human disobedience of the deity’s will, plan, or commands; some identify the cause as being caught in an endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth; some identify the problem as disharmony due to human forgetfulness as the way of harmony.

What Is the End or Goal of Transformation?

Religions envision an ideal state for humans. This ideal state is goal of transformation. For example, some religions identify goal of transformation to be the release from the cycle of birth, death, and rebirth while others identify the goal of transformation to be reconciliation and restoration of fellowship with a personal god. 

What Are the Means Of This Transformation?

Religions assert means of enabling this transformation. For religions in which the liberation from the cycle of birth, rebirth, and death is the goal of the transformation, the means of that transformation focuses on the overcoming of material attachment and spiritual ignorance. If the goal of the transformation is repairing the separation or alienation from a personal god caused by human disobedience, the means of the transformation is a changed life or a reorientation to the life ordained by the deity. In those religions where the goal is the reinstitution of the harmony of all living beings, the means is an all-encompassing life change.

What Is the Nature of Reality?

Religions order reality with differing constructs of time and space. For example, some religions identify time as cycles with beginnings and ends, some identify time as segments all connected into an unending cycle, and some identify time as having a definite beginning and a definite end. Some religions believe space and the material world to be illusory, and others believe space and the material world are real. Some religions assert a supernaturalism that controls all space and time; some religions assert a limited supernaturalism that controls only portions of the world; some religions deny the supernatural all together.

What Is the Sacred and How May the Sacred Be Known?

In this comparative framework of religions, sacred is synonymous with that which is perceived as ultimate in either a secular or spiritual sense. For example, the sacred may be personal gods, a personal god, or an impersonal force or energy.  
