CASE STUDY
[bookmark: _GoBack]Henry, 38, and Oni, 48, have been married for two years. They met through an online dating service, three and a half years ago. Henry was born in Canada to a French-Canadian mother and a white father from the United States; his family immigrated to the U.S. when he was 11. Oni’s father emigrated from Nigeria after attending college in the U.S., and eventually married her mother, who is African-American. This is a first marriage for Henry. Oni was married once previously, when she was just out of college. The marriage lasted for two years but ended when her husband had an affair.
Both members of the couple say they love each other very much, but are worried about the fighting and tension in their marriage. A brief assessment for sexual issues reveals that they have serious concerns in the area of sexual activities and sexual frequency. Henry complains that Oni no longer wants to have sex with him, and as a result, he feels rejected and depressed. “My wife does not want to make love with me,” he says. “What kind of man does that make me?” Oni sits quietly while Greg talks. 
When he finishes, she bursts out loudly, “how am I supposed to want to have sex with you when you are having sex with those other women all night, every night?” She clarifies that she is talking about his habit of using online pornography, which she found out about a year ago when she walked into his office to ask him to come to bed and found him masturbating. She says she felt “cheated on,” and asked him to stop but he refused. Henry replies, angrily “where else am I supposed to get my needs satisfied, then?” In response to questioning, he agrees that he has increased the amount of time he spends using pornography since that confrontation, to the point that some nights he surfs for several hours. 
Oni says she has plenty of desire for sex, but her anger with Henry does not make her feel like being close to him. She describes her feelings about masturbation by saying “it is normal, but you should not want to do it more than you want to have sex with your wife. And you should not have to look at a bunch of white women to get off!” Henry responds that he does want to have sex with Oni, but she rejects him. She starts to cry. When you ask about her tears, she describes an incident a month ago when she woke up to find Henry trying to have intercourse with her while she was sleeping. “He was touching my breasts, between my legs, it was awful. I felt like a piece of meat.”

