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Miguel and Carmen Cordoba celebrated the first anniversary of their marriage with
a candlelight dinner at the romantic restaurant where Miguel had proposed. After the
waiter had taken their order, Miguel gave Carmen her gift, an heirloom ring. The
diamond ring, recently appraised at $10,000, had been in his family for four genera-
tions, and was always given as a gift of great love. The last to wear it had been
Miguel’s Aunt Rosa, the dear lady who had been like a second mother to him. Now
it was to be worn by Carmen, as a token of his love for her.

The ring had no magic, however, and the Cordoba’s marriage deteriorated
quickly. After a couple of years of stability, they went through five years of ever more
frequent separations and unsuccessful visits to counselors. Finally, Miguel asked
Carmen for a divorce and left their home.

Before the divorce was filed, Miguel returned to the house to get his clothes and
other personal belongings. While there, he went to his wife’s jewelry box and re-
moved the heirloom ring. Soon it was being worn by Estella Anza, his new girl-
friend.

Carmen Cordoba asked Miguel to return the ring and, when he did not, swore
out a complaint against him for theft.
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